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SUBJECT: CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE ON MINISTERS 

1. CLAIMING THE NEED FOR GREATER MANAGERIAL FLEXIBILITY 
TO IMPLEMENT THIS ANTI-INFLATION PACKAGE, PM MANLEY HAS 
PUSHED THROUGH THE HOUSE AND SENATE A CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT WHICH INCREASES FROM THREE TO FOUR THE NUMBER 
OF SENATORS WHO MAY BE MADE MINISTERS AND AUTHORIZES 
THE ASSIGNMENT OF PORTFOLIOS TO THEM; IT ALSO INCREASES 
FROM THREE TO FOUR THE NUMBER OF PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARIES THAT MAY BE APPOINTED FROM THE SENATE. 

2. THE FIRST TWO MINISTERS TO BE APPOINTED UNDER THE 
AMENDMENT WERE NAMED NOVEMBER 3. THEY ARE DUDLEY 
THOMPSON, WHO WILL BE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND 
DR. DOUGLAS MANLEY, WHO WILL BE MINISTER OF YOUTH AND 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. AS BOTH MEN ALREADY WERE SERVING 
AS MINISTERS OF STATE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE MINISTRIES 

(WHOSE PORTFOLIOS WERE HELD BY PM MANLEY), THEIR 
APPOINTMENTS ARE NOTHING BUT A DEJURE CONFIRMATION OF A 
DE FACTO SITUATION. IT IS EXPECTED THAT PNP VICE 
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WITHOUT PORTFOLIO TO WORK DIRECTLY WITH THE PM ON THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ECONOMIC PACKAGE IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
HIS CERTAIN VICTORY IN THE EAST KINGSTON BY-ELECTION 
NOVEMBER 18. 

3. COMMENT: DESPITE SOME DISSATISFACTION WITH THE WAY 
MANLEY RAMMED THE AMENDMENT THROUGH PARLIAMENT AND FEAR 
THAT HE MAY ABUSE HIS NEW APPOINTIVE POWERS, MOST POLITICAL 
OBSERVERS WELCOME THE CHANGE, AS IT ENLARGES THE POOL OF 
TALENT FROM WHICH MINISTERS CAN BE APPOINTED. BOTH 
PARTIES HISTORICALLY HAVE BEEN PLAGUED WITH THE PROBLEM 
OF FIELDING A GOOD TEAM OF MINISTERS FROM AMONG THE VERY 
LIMITED NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT AVAILABLE. 
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